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Introduction
This paper is based on Karl Marx, one of the greatest sociologists. Marx came up with the conflict theory that is used to explain the perpetual conflict in society today. I selected Karl Marx in my inquiry theory because I wanted to know the concept of poverty in society today. Why are some people poor while others rich? Why is it so difficult for poor people to become rich? These questions can be explained by Karl Marx's conflict theory, which states that society is in a state of perpetual conflict. According to this theory, social order is maintained by an endless conflict between the rich and the poor whereby the rich own the factors of production and want to maintain the status quo (Bartos & Wehr, 2002).
In contrast, the poor always try to challenge the status quo. Those with wealth and power try to hold on to it by any means possible. They do this by suppressing the poor and powerless. Therefore, society is in a constant state of conflict between the rich who want to maintain the status quo and the poor who try to challenge it. 

Assumptions
When studying this topic, I had numerous assumptions. First, I thought that poverty is brought about by laziness. I thought that if poor people were to work hard, they would walk away from abject poverty. I thought that the rich have nothing to do with the poor. Another assumption I had in my mind is that one day the poor would become rich. I envisaged a world where there are no poor people at all. Thirdly, I thought that the conflicts we see today would one day come to an end. I thought that one day we would have a peaceful world free from conflicts, wars, revolutions, violence, civil unrest, and forms of injustice. 

Conflict theory 
After studying conflict theory, I found out that the society is in a constant state of conflict. The conflict is brought about by the limited resources that cannot be enough for everyone. The scarce resources result in a competition between groups within society. According to Moshiri (2019), these resources can either be material or intangible. Material resources include money, land, property, and commodities, while intangible resources include dominance, political powers, and social status.  Social and economic institutions are the tools of the struggle between classes, and they are used to maintain inequality and the dominance of the affluent class. Karl Marx states that there are two classes of people who are the result of the conflict. These are the proletarian working class and the bourgeois ruling class. Through capitalism, the bourgeois amassed resources and wealth. They, therefore, are the owners of the factors of production. Conflict theory can be simplified by using a pyramid to represent the different classes in society. At the top of the pyramid is a small group of elites dominating and suppressing the larger portion of the poor at the base of the pyramid (Bartos & Wehr, 2002). 
According to Marxism, the wealthy class sets out systems, traditions, and other societal structures to maintain their dominion and power over the poor (König et al., 2017). Additionally, the top class tries, by all means, to prevent others from climbing the ladder to join their ranks. In other words, the top class tries to maintain the status quo so that they can continue to oppress the poor. What does the poor class do in response to oppression? The low class retaliate by revolting and trying to change the status quo. They do this by using revolutions and civil unrest to try and change things. Since the bourgeois is unwilling to compromise, the result is a society characterized by constant and endless conflict. Social order is maintained by domination and power, rather than consensus and conformity. Karl Marx predicted a society in which conflicts are the order of the day, and they would not end (Moshiri, 2019).  Although Marx does not say that conflict is good or bad, he says that it is an unavoidable aspect of human nature and helps explain why things are the way they are. Through his theory, we know why there are wars, violence, and revolutions.  

The most interesting thing I found in this theory is that conflict is inherent in society, but it is not easy to know whether it exists. It is interesting to learn that the conflict is perpetual, and we do not expect to end. 

One thing that I found most disturbing is how rich people oppress the poor. The rich always want to maintain dominance and power at the expense of the poor. The wealthy class tries to maintain the status quo so that they continue to humiliate and suppress the poor who are powerless and helpless. This is disturbing because the poor will continue being poor, and the rich will continue amassing wealth. The rich do not care about the poor. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The most surprising thing in this theory is that the poor have learned to live in a society where they are oppressed. They actually do not know that they are being oppressed. The conflict is so latent that it is very difficult to understand that they are being oppressed. The poor are contented with their status, and they have accepted it. This is surprising because we expect them to fight for their rights and try to change things.
All my assumptions were wrong. For example, while I thought that poverty is caused by laziness, I have learned that poverty is caused by the wealthy class, which won't allow the poor to ascend in the ladder. It is the rich who continuously oppress and suppress the poor making it difficult for them to move from their low status. Again, while I thought one day there would be no poor people in society, I have learned that poor people will always be there. I have learned that society is in a perpetual conflict that will never come to an end. This is because the rich do not want to let go of their power and determination to maintain the status quo by whatever means. Similarly, the world will never be peaceful. According to Omer & Jabeen (2016), conflicts, violence, revolutions, and war are inevitable in society. 

The most important lesson learned from this inquiry is that human beings are selfish. Human beings will not let go of what they own or have. They will try to hold them by whatever means, even if it is at the expense of others. The bourgeois will not allow the rich to be like them. They always want to maintain the status quo and suppress the poor. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, conflict theory helps explain the nature of our society today. Karl Marx's sentiments are real and evident in today's society. Every time we hear of wars, revolutions, violence, and forms of injustice, such as discrimination and racism. These problems are inherent in society and will never come to an end. This is a result of the struggle between the two classes in society (the rich and the poor). The society is driven by competition over limited resources rather than consensus. 
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